Mi Familia Vocabulary Cards
Aims
●

To support vocabulary development

●

To associate spoken and written words

●

To refine the skill of visual discrimination

Indirect
●

To refine the skill of matching

●

To refine the pronunciation of spanish words

Materials: One printed and cut-out set of labeled vocabulary cards, and one set of unlabeled vocabulary
cards with labels cut-out separately. (If you have a way of laminating and or printing on
cardstock/glueing the printouts to an old cereal box before cutting them out, the cards tend to last
longer!)
Presentation 1:
1)

First invite the child to a work-rug or table.

2) For this step, you will need one set of labeled vocabulary cards, and one set of corresponding,
unlabeled picture cards.
3) Using the labeled cards, Take one card at a time, examine it, and place it in the upper left-hand
side of the workspace, placing the next card below it.
4) Once all of the cards have been placed, take the Matching set and mix them up at the bottom
right-hand side of the workspace.
5) Select one picture card and name it, then look for its match above. Moving slowly and
intentionally verbalize why it does or does not match. When you find a match place the
matching picture card to the right of its mate. moving from left to right ( this supports the
development of the child's habit of moving from left to right when reading) Once it is matched,
move to the next card until all cards have been matched.
6) Repeat the name of this work ( Mi Familia Vocabulary Cards) and return work to where it
belongs.

Presentation 2:
***For this presentation you will be using the same materials from presentation 1 with the addition of
the labels. This presentation comes after the child is comfortable with the matching of the cards and
pronunciation of the words. It is the next step in teaching the literacy of these words. It may also be a
good time to talk about the accent mark used in the spanish language to emphasize the pronunciation of
specific syllable In this case it is over the “a” in mamá and “papá.” It is best to bring this up when the
child asks about it and or shows interest in the difference of this pronunciation.
1)

Using the directions from presentation 1, invite the child to independently match all of the
picture cards to the right of the columns they made with the labeled cards.

2) Once all of the picture cards have been matched to the labeled cards, place the set of labels
randomly at the bottom right of the workspace.
3) Choose one label at a time and name it then slowly and intentionally find it match. Continue this
way until all the labels have been matched. If the child is eager to do the matching, allow them
to, but remain with them until they are finished and then help with putting all of the materials
back so they have a visual impression of how to put the materials back correctly.
Presentation 3:
*** This is the final step in the mastery of the vocabulary cards. Once the child is able to sound out
words, and is comfortable with this set of words, it is the time for presentation 3.
This presentation only uses the picture cards and labels.
1)

Place the picture cards in a column (top to bottom) at the top left-hand side of the workspace.

2) Place the corresponding labels in random order at the bottom right-hand side of the workspace.
3) Pick-up one label and sound it out slowly. Match it to the right of the picture card.
4) Continue this way with all other labels and picture cards until all are matched.
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